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LETTER FROM QUR PRINCIPAL

Welcome back to another great school year!

We are honored to have your children as part of the Grayson Elementary school family. We strive to create a
school community that is committed to supporting your child in achieving his/her fullest potential. We have

worked hard to attend summer staff development, complete facility upgrades and plan our instructional program

to maximize student potential. We welcome your support in the partnership of educating your child.

We welcome new teachers to our great school: Candi Boydd Media Specialist, Debbie Lové Speech, Karen
McCoy and Kristen Sap@ Special Education, Jennifer Ward Kindergarten, Maria Butlerd third grade, and

PTA President§an Anderson, Christal McKinley and Melanie Schwartd fourth grade. These teachers represent the best of
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the best. They as a group have instructional strategies that will enhance student achievement. | have the
fullest confidence in their ability.

If you would like to contact the principal:

e byemail:
Christopher_Ray@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
e by phone:

770-682-4244 Ms. Kay Forrest, Administrative Assistant

We know the difficult economic times are impacting your family, so we will be working with the PTA this year in

Cacfl qud?afsing efforts. One of the easiest ways to earn money for Grayson is to continue your use of the Publix
and Kroger commi t ment cards. Look for the Publix
commitment card, just take this letter to Kroger and have them scan the barcode below. The barcode must be
scanned each year.

I thank you for your ongoing support of Grayson Elementary School. We will continue to strive for excellence,
and if | can do anything to make your school year better, please let me know.

Dr. Christopher M. Ray, Principal

GRAYSOMN ELEMENTARY
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: Do you want to go bananas dancing with your friends and family? Well, join us for our Family Safari Back to School :
1 Dance. You will be sure to catch Jungle Fever! We will have a live DJ in the gym from 7:00PM to 9:00PM on Friday, |
:September 5th. Tickets are only $2.00 per person at the door. Parents MUST accompany students. NO DROP OFF$

The 2008 -2 0 0 9

Children are invited yearly to express their creativity through one or more of six artistic categories in the PTA
Reflections competition:  Visual Arts, Literature, Photography, Musical Composition, Film Production, & Dance
Choreography. This year, the theme is AWOW! 0o Entries
and Tuesday, Sept. 30 before school. Reflections Program awards are given at the local, council, district, state, and
national levels. For a complete set of entry rules, please go to www.pta.org/reflections or contact GES PTA Reflections
Chairperson, Victoria Amason, at 678985-8654 or victoriaamason@bellsouth.net.

Refl ections Theme i
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PTA PRESIDENTSOMESSAGE

Dear Grayson Families, BOX TOpS fOI’ Educatlon

Welcome to the 2008-2009 school year! We are looking forward to an Thanks to everyone who participated last year in our Box Tops for
exciting and fulfilling year. First, we are thrilled to welcome the families Education contests. We were able to raise over $1,300 for our
coming to us from Pharr Elementary, and we anticipate a smooth school last year! We will be continuing our contest during this
assimilation. We will enjoy one more year with those families slated to school year, so please save your box tops and submit them so we
attend Starling Elementary in 2009. We will still be a part of the same can surpass last yeards totall
cluster of schools, and working together can only enhance our We will also continue giving out prizes this year. Once a student
community. turns in 50 box tops, they will receive a gift certificate to the school

store. We will also periodically award fun prizes to anyone who
submits box tops with their name on them. Our top winners from
each grade level will receive lunch with a friend for one Friday a
month for three months and free ice cream at the first lunch.

Parental involvement is one of the keys to having a great school.
Becoming a member of PTAS with a membership fee of $6 8 is a way to
support not only our local efforts, but also those of the National PTA.
Whether you have a lot of time to give or only a little, no contribution of

your efforts is too small. We encourage you to become involved in the Right now, Box Tops for Education has promotions where many

PTA in some capacity. There are a myriad of ways to contribute, and the products have more than one box top per package. You can go to

various committees, with a short description of each, are listed in the www.boxtops4education.com for additional information or a listing

school handbook and on the website, graysonelementaryschoolpta.org. ; ©f eligible products. When tuming in your box tops, please put

You may also refer to the green PTA Volunteer Form to see where you them in a plastic bag labeled ywit
can best utilize your talents. teacher6s name. This willdl ensur e

drawings and prizes.
The PTA has many wonderful events planned for this year. We will kick

off the year with a Family Dance in September. The popular Father/
Daughter Dance will be in February, and other family -centered events will ART FORUM
give us the opportunity to come together as a community. -We will have We love to reward excellent behavior! Please send in small treasures for the art

three _Parent Resource Nights throughqut the year which will include a room treasure box such as magnets, mouse pads, ornaments, journals, calendars,
free dinner (for PTA members), entertainment by GES students, and an | tote bags, pillowcases, pot holders, quilt blocks, t-shirts, aprons, garden flags, key

educational seminar or demonstration to follow our General Meeting. |chains, coasters, photo albums, message boards, towels, wall clocks, soap/lotion
These are just a sampling of the activities offered by the PTA. dispensers, night lights, ceramic trivets, note cards and luggage spotters.

There are several resources for information regarding the school and the | "€ visual art department has teamed up with Original Works, the #1 art based

PTA. The school handbook is a great reference for school events and program in the country, to offer a very special program that allows you to have
o g . ) your child's art reproduced into a number of professional, full color products!

policies and procedures. Please read through it and keep it handy

throughout the year. Each month you will receive the RAM READER Your child will be creating their artwork during studio art class, using the art

lett hich will tai to-date inf ti bout th hool and curriculum as the basis for their work of art. You will then have the opportunity to
newsletter which will contain up -to-date information about the school an order a variety of products featuring your. child's artwork! We are thrilled to be,

community. This will come home i MparikiSathd in this Dnigde Sh@ishovdive drogr@my Fol der durijng
first week of the month. We will also be sending the calendar by e -mail L o -
Please look for complete program, product, and pricing information in your child's

on a monthly .basis, and the ca.lendar for the entire school year will Friday folder in September! Additional product and program information can be
always be available on our website. Please be sure to update your e- |found at www.originalworks.com.

mail address with the school in order to receive the calendar.

Thank you for supporting the arts! We look forward to making art with your child

This is your PTA, and every voicgthsyeg! an i mportant one. Pl ease don:
hesitate to contact us with questions, concerns, or ideas you may have |grin Smith & Christi Umans

regarding the PTA. Toget her , letds make this a yvear to remember!

Kelle Ray Lora Thompson O_INIC REMINDER

Co-President Co-President - - - - -

770-339-4643 770-736-7634 Please have your child remain home when sick until he/she is fever-free and
kelleray@comcast.net thompson_5@bellsouth.net vomit-free for 24 hours without medication. Medication should NOT be

carried by a student or transported on the bus. Certain situations may be
approved. Please visit Mitzi Bishop in the clinic.

SCRAPBOOK

We 61 | be collecting photos for oufi Iglarlcl I;etr’eat(ok é
—— ——

year long. Even though the committee will take as many pictures as DAY STA
possible at school functions and around the school, you may submit

any of your pictures or suggestions to victoriaamason@bellsouth.net. We would love to invite our neighbors to come check us out. We have
Wedll collect digital photos only ,greagssrv'cels'f ma aF%e’ufac' api/edi gnd, geranent Raip re-g g
h il th moval to name a few.” For every three people you refer in, you receive
scan and t er) em_a' them. . a free 1 hour service. We are open Tuesday thru Saturday. If you
Thank you, Victoria Amason, GES PTA Scrapbook Chairperson. mention seeing this ad in the Ram Reader, we will give you $10 off
your 1 hour massage or facial service.
635 Rock Springs Road, Grayson, Georgia 30017
H H H 770.338.2278
Legislative Committee
The Legislative Committee tracks and reports legislative issues at the local, state and federal levels that have an impact on the students, parents and staff of
Grayson Elementary and keeps parents informed about these issues. It is our goal that through informing parents, we help mak e better advocates for not
only our children, but alll of Georgiads children. S p eartisdn iand wdrks o direavits effartse ¢
at members of both political parties to enact change. We iowant adeonaey efortse rFgro n e

more information contact Tammy Burnett at mvtdburnett@bellsouth.net or Laura Gavulic at gavulics@bellsouth.net.

2 please visit our website atww.graysonelementaryschoolpta.org



COUNSELOR® CORNER

The counselors look forward to a great year working with you and your
children. Mrs. Ruffner (770.682.4156) will work with K, 3 " and 4™ grade
students and Dr. Edwards (770.682.4160) will work with 1 &, 2™ and 5"
grade students.

7 Super Things Parents & Caregivers Can Do

Talk often with your children from the day they are born.

Hug them, hold them, and respond to their needs and interests.
Listen carefully as your children communicate with you.
Read aloud to your children every day, even when they are
babies.

Play and sing with them often.

Say fiyeso | youo
Ensure a safe, orderly, and predictable environment, wherever
they are.

Set limits on their behavior and discipline them calmly, not
harshly.

and dfl ove as

Early ChildhoodHead Start Task Force
U.S. Departments of Education and Health & Human Service

Putting the FUN back in Fundraising!

We're excited to announce that the PTA and the Faculty are working
together on our 2008 fundraising efforts!

With the current economy, we understand the importance of getting the

most for your dollar. That is why we are working together to come up

with fun and practical ways that everyone can support our school.  Our
goal this year is to raise a combined $55,000 with the PTA receiving
$30,000 and the School receiving $25,000. This money directly impacts
your children by putting books and materials in the classroom through
mini-grants for teachers, supporting clubs and extracurricular activities,
sponsoring Family Fun events, and all the many extras that make our
school exceptional.

We are planning to have a Helping Hands campaign that will last the
entire school year, a Fall Catalog Fundraiser, a Coupon Book and a Spring
Fair. Look for more information in the coming weeks.

We need you! If you want to help out, we have a lot of "FUN"draising
volunteer opportunities for this school year.

Kelly Torch
kandkt@comcast.net

Isabelle Snowden
Izzyds@mindspring.com

AUGUST SKATE NIGHT 2008

August 14th skate night was awesome! Students skated to the beat and
enjoyed having a fun time with new and old friends. The next skate night is
September 4" which will be our Spirit Wear Skate Night. So put on your
Grayson spirit wear and show Trip Elementary who has the most school spirit!

Students who purchase or wear their skate night t-shirt at Sparkles on
Thursday will receive a free prize. T-shirts are $10.00. Also, students whose
parents sign up for PTA membership at skate night will receive a free gift.

Thank you so much for a wonderful skate night. A special thanks to the

students who sang on GETV with med Satchel Hart, Avery Ortega, Nadia
Howard, Michael Howard, Tory Cain, Indira Jackson, Rachel Peden, Kevin

Peden, Kyra Pegues and Taylor Pender.
*Best Attendanced Singleton 5"
* Spring Extravaganza Raffle Winned Ms. Taylor Pender

If you would like to sing the skate night song in September, we will sing it at
Sparkl es. Hereds the song. .see yo

S-K-A-T-E Come on Grayson skate with me
S-K-A-T-E Sparkles is where you wanta be!

Janet Hart, Skate Night Chairperson

Ram Reader is also available amwvw.graysonelementaryschoolpta.org

. with you through the Ram Reader, bulletin boards, posters, and even in the

- will share with your precious children at home.

* The Nutritional Team at Grayson is looking forward to an exciting year feeding your
. precious children, great staff and parents too!!

CAFETERIANEWS

Before school started, the cafeteria staff attended three days of nutritional
education. As the school year continues, we will be sharing important information

classrooms. We hope that you as parents will also learn nutritional facts that you

We are pleased to welcome two new members of our nutrition team this year:
Ashley Ann Murphy and Nicole Pamela Logan. They both bring many years of
experience with them. We are excited to have them working with us this year.

Important items

We wi | | continue to serve our f@AGrab

Rock Building and the Kindergarten Building. If your children are entitled to

free/reduced lunches, they are also entitled to free/reduced breakfasts. Please

uc make sure ouruchildren haveﬁgr?ocgj gutrigoHsdbrear%(fgsgs I'g|065ttartf]the day o
theﬁe? at Noeor withfu¥. '

®  To view our menus, please check out the Grayson Elementary website. Menus

will not be sent home every month as we are on a 3 8 week cycle.

This year children may buy items a la carte to supplement their lunches from

home. This is a change from last year which we know will make some parents

very happy.

The website to

www. meal paypl us.

chil doé: b a
Steade

check
com.

on your
Your <chil dos

TNT Sports, Inc.

A Quality Training Facility
Rob Blair

Owner/Instructor

IS PORTS,

645 B Grayson Highway
Lawrenceville, GA 30045
(770) 995-8534

(770) 403-3090
www.tntsportsinc.com

Licensed & Insured

www.myhandymanrepairs.com

K & S Piano Services
770-339-8204
Keith Stephens
Tuner/Technician

Tuning
Repairs
Adjustinents

Evaluations & Purchase Assistance

u S

To buy orsell a used piano visit
wws.buymypiano.com




September 2008

IDAVIESHIONRENEMIBIER!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat )
1 2 3 4 5 6
Family Back to School
Labor Dayd No PTA Skate Night Dance 7:00pm-9:00pm
School 6:00pm-9:00pm Spirit Wear Day
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Grandparents
Day Spirit Wear Day
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 |
6 Week Progress
PTA Board Meet- Reports Sent Home
ing 7:00pm Make Up Pictures = Spirit Wear Day
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 |
CogAT Testing CogAT Testing CogAT Testing CogAT Testing CogAT Testing
Grades 1,3,5 Grades 1,3,5 Grades 1,3,5 Grades 1,3,5 Grades 1,3,5
5 Spirit Wear Day
28 29 30
.un Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
PTA Skate Night Grayson Cluster
6:00pm—9:00pm Chili Cooki Off
Spirit Wear Day 11:00am-3:00pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Parent Resource End of 1st Nine
Night 6:30-9:00 Weeks
Spirit Wear Day
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
National School Columbus Dayd
Lunch Week Student Holiday
Spirit Wear Day
19 20 Fall Food Drive ' 21 Fall Food Drive = 22 Fall Food Drive = 23 Fall Food Drive | 24 Fall Food Drive = 25
National School Spirit Wear Day
Bus Safety Week ITBS Testing ITBS Testing ITBS Testing ITBS Testing ITBS Testing
Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5
26 27 Bus Driver 28 29 30 31
Red Ribbon Week Appreciation Day 6 Week Progress
ITBS Testing ITBS Testing ITBS Testing Reports Sent Home
Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5 Grades 3,5 Spirit Wear Day
4 please visit our website atww.graysonelementaryschoolpta.org




ROOM PARENT ORIENTATION SEPTEMBER2ND Make Tracks to  Grayson Station

We would like to take this opportunity to thank those great Grayson Grayson Station Grayson El ementarybés sicho
parents who are supporting our teachers as Room Parents this year! " school year off with extended times and in a new location! The store

Room Parents are a tremendous support to the classroom as they | is now located in the atrium area of the 5 ™ grade hallway (near the
organize parties, plan teacher 6s gtechrolegy lalsspance wiltlbe lopen WMondagdsThursday dhorpngsoas i d e
other services. Again, we appreciate your willingness to serve in our " students arrive at school. The store will close before the tardy bell to

school. allow the customers and fifth grade store clerks to be in class in time

to start their daily academic instruction. All proceeds from the store

go directly to support the students and families of our school through

the counseling department s Care Te:

If you are a Room Parent for this school year, please mark your
calendars to attend our Annual Room Parent Orientation Meeting. We
would greatly appreciate your attendance. The orientation meeting will
be held on September 2, 2008 at 10 AM for Kindergarten and new room | The store features standard school supplies (notebooks, journals,

parents, and then again at 7 PM for our veteran room parents. However, gl ue, pencil s, scissor s, crayons p
Room Parents are at liberty to choose the meeting time which best fits | ( ic el | phoneo pencil sharpeners, p
their schedules. Invitations will be sent out shortly for this meeting. pooch pouches, ani mal notepads, et c
At the Orientation Meeting, each Room Parent will receive a new Room Teddy Grahams, Rice Krispie Treats, Chex Mix, Capri Sun juice boxes,

bottled water, etcé). Al i temsy r ¢

Parent Handbook for this school year plus valuable information will be ) . i
with the exception of pencil pouches ($2.00).

discussed. There will be a time set aside for any questions that our Room
Parents may have. We look forward to seeing many of our returing y p| ease help support the children an
Room Parents as well as meeting the new ones. Thanks again to all of * to make tracks to the Grayson Station

you for volunteering your time.
Darlene Bartik and Traci Green

Tammy Barr, Co-Room Parent Coordinator GESGrayson Station Teacher Sponsors

Anita Farrell, Co-Room Parent Coordinator
Sherry Galvez, CoRoom Parent Coordinator

T RITIITRI TRy : PTA MEMBERSHIP

Our Mission : GES PTA will make decisions and take actions that
n) CI - promote academic excellence in a safe learning environment.

e  We will promote activities that lead to healthy students who are

surrounded by a safe learning environment.
CHILI COOK'OFF e  We will promote parent participation and volunteerism in all school

Hosted by : activities that take place before and after school.
;: ] . e We will provide resources that promote academic excellence at
The Grayson Cluster Sehools Foundation and PTAs  : * . o0 Eomentan
October 4, 2008 11a.m.-3 p.m. : o We will enhance lines of communication among the staff,
> D : students, parents, and community members through the monthly
GRA\ SOV CIT\ PARK : newsletter, web page and local media.
Visit www.grayson-foundation.org for more information. : ® We wil strive to increase parent, teacher, and community

.......................................................... membership in the Grayson Elementary School PTA.

| Membership benefits include:
ATTENTION 5TH GQADERS- e Alliance Theatre i 20% discount on tickets for some events
Atlanta History Center i 10% discount on annual memberships

e  Chattahoochee Nature Center i 10% discount on a family
membership

Fernbank i 10% discount on any level of membership
GES PTA Family Fun events i discounts to some events
Honey Baked Ham Company i 10% discount on purchases

Oriental Trading Company i 10% discount and free shipping
(some restrictions apply)

Zoo Atlanta - $10 off individual/dual/family memberships
Grayson UPS store will laminate your PTA membership card for

ASupport the PTAO Postefre Cont est

Draw, paint, coloréShow us what '.NOWJWH §hetmon§hucbfp5@pt?mb3\rea"m1ewl:
e Poster ize must be a mini mum ?nnyaléDTA membgrShIBS WIH rp% tent?rgg bner
than 2206 x 280. rando dramﬂw[dgﬁlBéaor a

e List your name, grade and teachd/VaT/ﬁs‘h@mme g)hftthecpa)lstder.
e All entries must be submitted to the PTA office no later than

Wednesday, October 1, 2008. - Annual Membership is $6.00 Per Person.
We will be displaying contest posters throughout the school. .

We need your help creating a slogan for the 5th Grade T-Shirt. Submit
your original, creative slogan to the email address below by September
15th. Several of the most creative slogans will be chosen by the
committee for the 5th Grade students to vote on. The student who
submits the winning slogan will receive a free 5th Grade T-Shirt! Please
submit all entries to jlithomas7@bellsouth.net by September 15th.
Thank you for your help.

5th Grade Activities Committee

(7]

Ram Reader is also available amwvw.graysonelementaryschoolpta.org 5



kids & adults
Mention this ad to receive
$100 off treatment

Call for a free consultation
770.995.4032

Mike & Terry Spreher

Owiners

READING TUTOR

1911 Grayson Hwy. .
Suite #5 Y v Don’t Be Left Behind!
Grayson, GA 30017

M - F 8:00 am - 6:30 pm Becky Grube
Sat. 8 am- 2 pm, Sun. Closed

{770) 338-1892 Tel 678-412-5304

(570)4289%'5@135 Fa)(t Experienced Reading Teacher

slole £HPSSIONE: COM B.S. Elementary Education/B.A. Sociol
wow theupsstore. com/4293 htm The UPS Store = we B

OJR BUS'NESS MEMBERS If you would like more information on becoming a
GES PTA Business Member or if you would like to
advertise your business to support our school,

Please support these businesses who have joined GES PTA and thank them for their support:

Grayson Orthodontics 770-995-4032 TNT Sports, Inc. 770-995-8534 please contact :

Classic Touch Cleaning 770-851-8935 Kroger #480 770-237-2531 Vicki Strine: 770.995.6514
Grayson School of Ballet ~ 770-682-9919 Riverside Pizza 770-682-2929 vstrine@bellsouth.net

UPS StoreGrayson 770-338-1892 Carlito's Mexican Restaurant678-442-9758 Jennifer Sutton: 770.237.5585
Cocoa Beach Club 770-338-4546 Fantastic Sams 678-407-1294 mjsutton1096 @yahoo.com

Every Friday has been designated as school spirit day. Show your true Grayson colors by wearing your Grayson spirit wear shits. Dondt have any spirit
gold and |l etés show how much spirit our Grayson st udent sllowing ereet forh &ind setorn witv payrhedt tolydouk ¢

childds teacher. Merchandi se will be delivered t o vy ouDeeManeyattemarneyd@womscast.nef. you hav
2008 Spirit Wear Order Form
Student Name: Home Phone Number:
Teacher 6s Name: Grade:
Item YS YM YL AS AM AL AXL A2X* Price Total Qty Total Price
Brown & Pink - $15.00
Solid Brown $8.00
Green w/2 colors $8.00
Greyd John Deer $8.00
Navy Hoodie3 2 color $20.00
Skate Night T-Shirt $10.00
Grey L/S3 2 color $15.00
Pink or Light Green T-shirt - $15.00
Brown or Pink Ladies T-shirt $15.00
L/S Brown T-shirt $15.00
Brown Hoodie w/Pink Polka Dot $20.00
Heather Green Junior Cut Ladies Scroll $15.00
Grass Green Ladies Cut Scroll $15.00
Water Bottle $3.00
*Add $2.00 for 2X TOTAL AMOUNT DUE
Thank you for your order. Please make checks payable t.o Graysts

6 Please Support our Business Advertisers
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